58         MY YEARS ON THE STAGE
During rehearsals I made the same mistake several times. Edwin Booth was, as always, gentle and kind, and fortunately when the actual performance came I spoke the line correctly.
I played Francis, in The Stranger, with Booth. Francis is what is known in the business as a "liny" part. By that we mean that the speeches are very short, broken lines. They have no semblance of continuity and are constantly interrupted by, the other characters. Almost every actor, particularly the young actor, has had difficulties with a part of the sort. When I played Francis with Booth I had a good memory, and I thought that I had mastered the broken speeches. During the performance I tripped a number of times, and when I apologized to Booth afterwards he was very gentle, very nice. He patted me on the shoulder. Evidently he had been through it himself, or perhaps he had seen many others go wrong in this thankless role.
I thought that I had done with The Stranger forever, but some years after, in London, Maurice Barry-more and I went to Kings Cross Station to take a train for the country. We were ahead of time and near the station was a small theatre with alluring bills. We decided to kill half an hour with W alb erg, the Avenger. The play was on when we entered, and it seemednMoore ............ ,.... ........ as .......................... PtrstPlayer
